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Memories of War
During my research into the various military graves and war memorials in St. Cuthbert's, 
particularly those in the parish church of St. Nicholas, I have received great assistance from 
the groundsman, Mr. David Taylor, without whose help this project wouldn't have been 
anywhere near as complete as it now is. I owe him a great debt of gratitude, as does the 
parish, for all the work he carries out in the churchyard to maintain the graves and grounds in 
such a wonderful condition - something he has been doing for many years. His knowledge of 
the church, the graves and the parish is likely to be unsurpassed.

The project of documenting the military graves at St. Cuthbert's has taken far longer than I 
usually spend on a project of this nature. There have been a number of reasons for this; one 
being the number of personnel remembered in this grave yard which is greater than many 
others I've so far researched. Another factor has been the complexity of the research required 
on some of those remembered here. For example, Sergeant John Robert Clarke, whose 
military life spanned many years of split service. His records were very difficult to locate and 
connect together - not all of which have been published here for confidentiality and copyright 
reasons. For help in this particular case, I am indebted to three other researchers whose names 
appear in the relevant section. However, the main factor is that I've tried to provide more 
information than usual so the depth of research, and hence the time spent, has been longer. I 
hope readers find this, together with links to other related websites, worthwhile and helpful.

I would like to acknowledge the work of the Commonwealth War Graves Commission, the 
Imperial War Museum, the Ministry of Defence, the National Archives and the Western Front 
Association. Much of the information about these wartime heroes has been gleaned from their 
websites and the documents included in this tribute are their copyright©. I would also like to 
acknowledge the following websites for providing relevant information: 
http://www.rafcommands.com/   http://www.historyofwar.org/  https://livesofthefirstworldwar.
iwm.org.uk/
All photographs / illustrations printed on the CWGC Certificates and of the CWGC 
Cemeteries are copyright © CWGC©. Other photographs are copyright © Alan J Cook. All 
rights reserved.



The Great War - World War I
1914 to 1918 







Henry William Adam

H.M.S. Glorious in 1918 - Courtesy of URL: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:HMS_
Glorious_-_Battlecruiser.JPG

Glorious received flying-off platforms on top of her turrets in 1918. A Sopwith Camel was 
carried on the rear turret and a Sopwith 1½ Strutter on the forward turret.
Lieut. Adam died of wounds flying from HMS Glorious the aeroplane had an accident 
(unclear whether takeoff or landing), capsized and fell into the sea. Henry was rescued (from 
the North Sea) but was too seriously injured to survive.

Other information courtesy of URL https://livesofthefirstworldwar.iwm.org.uk/
lifestory/6831990



Henry William Adam



In Memory Of

Lieutenant

HENRY WILLIAM ADAM

H.M.S. Glorious, Royal Air Force who died on 04 July 1918 Age 22

Born at Chirton Vicarage, Devizes. Son of the Rev. H. T. Adam and Emily Adam, of 14, Stanley Rd., Lytham. Left Queen's

College, Cambridge, to join R.N.A.S.

Remembered with Honour

LYTHAM (ST. CUTHBERT) CHURCHYARD

36. 44.

COMMEMORATED IN PERPETUITY BY THE COMMONWEALTH

WAR GRAVES COMMISSION



Pray for the Soul
of

Lieut. Henry William Adam R.N.A.S.
Who gave his life for his

country on H.M.S. Glorious
July 4th 1918

Born June 16th 1896
Lord All Pitying Jesu Blest

Grant Him Thine Eternal Rest



Above image courtesy of URL: http://www.rafmuseumstoryvault.org.uk/archive/7000263516-
adam-h.w.-henry-william





HMS Glorious continued to serve our country until 1940 when, on the 8th June, this British 
aircraft carrier and her two destroyer escorts, HMS Ardent and HMS Acasta were sunk when 
returning home from Norway by the German battlecruisers; Scharnhorst and Gneisenau. 
1,519 British and Maltese sailors, marines and airmen died in the Royal Navy’s worst loss of 
World War II.
Read about this tragedy and the subsequent cover-up at URL: https://www.hmsglorious.
com/



James Anderson



In Memory Of

Lance Corporal

JAMES ANDERSON

Service Number: P/7919

Military Foot Police, Military Police Corps who died on 04 December 1917 Age 56

Husband of Margaret Anderson, of 58, Second Avenue, Clydebank.

Remembered with Honour

LYTHAM (ST. CUTHBERT) CHURCHYARD

36. 43.

COMMEMORATED IN PERPETUITY BY THE COMMONWEALTH

WAR GRAVES COMMISSION









Frank Reginald Birkill



In Memory Of

Private

FRANK REGINALD BIRKILL

Service Number: 41150

11th Bn., West Yorkshire Regiment (Prince of Wales's Own) who died on 07 June 1917

Brother of Mr. W. H. Birkill, of Creswell, Mansfield.

Remembered with Honour

YPRES (MENIN GATE) MEMORIAL

Panel 21.

COMMEMORATED IN PERPETUITY BY THE COMMONWEALTH

WAR GRAVES COMMISSION







Harold Butterworth
Military Cross

Lieutenant Harold Butterworth, M. C.
Anti Aircraft Battery, Royal Field Artillery
20th September 1918, aged 21.
Plot I. E. 7. Brie British Cemetery
Son of Thomas and Edith Butterworth, of Lakeside, Fairhaven, Lytham, Lancashire. Formerly 
of Lawrence House School, St. Anne's-on-the-Sea, and The Schools, Shrewsbury.

"For conspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty during several days of active operations 
when he handled his section with marked ability, keeping such close touch with the field 
batteries that, at much danger to himself and his section, he prevented low flying aeroplanes 
machine gunning our batteries. His personal courage and resource offered a splendid 
example to his men."

Courtesy of URL: https://www.ww1cemeteries.com/brie-british-cemetery.html

Refer also to URL:  https://www.grandadswar.org/others/2nd-lieutenant-harold-edward-
butterworth/





Brie British Cemetery - Courtesy of CWGC



Newspaper images courtesy of URL: http://www.
burnleyinthegreatwar.info/burnleyrollofhonourmenb/
butterworthharoldlieut.htm



In Memory Of

Lieutenant

HAROLD BUTTERWORTH

Military Cross

Anti Aircraft Bty, Royal Field Artillery who died on 20 September 1918 Age 21

Son of Thomas and Edith Butterworth, of Lakeside, Fairhaven, Lytham, Lancs. Formerly of Lawrence House School, St.

Anne's-on-the-Sea, and The Schools, Shrewsbury.

HE ALWAYS PLAYED THE GAME

Remembered with Honour

BRIE BRITISH CEMETERY

I. E. 7.

COMMEMORATED IN PERPETUITY BY THE COMMONWEALTH

WAR GRAVES COMMISSION











John Edward Clark



John Robert Clarke



John Robert Clarke
Sgt. John R Clarke's story is a rather unusual case as he wasn't a direct casualty of the Great 
War even though he passed away in 1915. Not only that, but he had a remarkably varied and 
split military service which is highly unusual. J.R. Clarke was a military man, through and 
through, serving for many years in India - and also Aden, Cape of Good Hope and St. Helena.

At some point before June 1888, he joined the 4th Battalion of the Norfolk Regiment. At that 
point the 4th was a Militia unit (refer to URL: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Norfolk_
Regiment#The_Victorian_era)

The Militia was a part-time force, not totally dissimilar to the Territorials. I don't know the 
minimum age for joining the Militia but he was 18 years 7 months when he joined the Regulars, 
I doubt he spent long in the 4th.

In June 1888, he joined the Regular Army at Great Yarmouth, signing up to be 67622 in the 
Royal Artillery. In theory, he joined for 7 years' service "with the colours" (i.e. in uniform, 
serving full time with a unit, then 5 years' Reserve Service - Reserve Service is when you're 
back in civilian life but are liable to be mobilised if there is an emergency.

In September 1895, he extended his service "to complete 12 years with the Colours" - so he's 
staying in uniform and not going back into civvies.

In December 1898, he was "Permitted to ReEngage so as to complete 21 years with the Colours" 
- so I'd say that this is the point at which he confirmed that he's going to be a career soldier.

In 1900 he's noted as being in 13 Company RGA (Royal Garrison Artillery). The RGA was a 
part of the Royal Artillery that dealt with either fixed batteries such as coastal defences or, later 
on, the big guns.

He was promoted to Sergeant in May 1901. There seem to be various Company numbers from 
this point on. Garrison Artillery Company numbers can be located to places using the Army 
Lists should you desire to find out more information.

In August 1908 he was posted to the Recruiting Staff - this is scribbled out in red in his record 
for no apparent reason. We know from his obituary that he was in Recruiting at some point, 
maybe the Artillery bureaucracy had no official interest in that position, hence the record of it 
was deleted?

Finally on 8 June 1909, he was "Discharged. The termination of his second period of 
engagement" - this is 21 years after he first signed up to the Artillery in June 1888 and matches 
his December 1898 re-engagement to complete 21 years.  He was discharged from 42 Company 
Royal Garrison Artillery at Portsmouth.

As a former soldier with valuable experience, he volunteered to join the Royal Field Artillery, 
on 28 September 1914 in Preston.

Sadly, because of extremely poor health, he was discharged from the service on 27 February 
1915 and passed away on 28 July 1915.



Some other points from this period of service:

He received the "(Army) Long Service & Good Conduct Medal" and also the "India Medal" 
(awarded for the campaign of 1895-1902), with clasp for "Relief of Chitral 1895".

His 2nd period in the Regular Army started when he volunteered in September 1914 - he joined 
the Army Reserve (Special Reservists) for (a nominal) one year and received the number 38223.

According to his records. he was supposed to have joined the Royal Field Artillery 11th 
Divisional Ammunition Column but this is very difficult to read.

The Royal Artillery at this time (and for some time before) split into three:

	 Royal Field Artillery - in charge of the guns on or around the battlefield - chiefly 18 	
	 pounder field guns and the smaller howitzers in WW1;

	 Royal Horse Artillery - intended to provide mobile support to the cavalry so used 		
	 smaller 12 pounder field guns;

	 Royal Garrison Artillery - originally manned guns at forts, coastal batteries etc, but 	
	 during WW1 also had the bigger guns.

For various reasons the RFA and RHA were administered as one, hence you may find stuff 
annotated RH & RFA or similar.

When WWI broke out, it was decided to expand the Regular Army and the result was the 
formation of a number of units in what was referred to as the New Army. 11th (Northern) 
Division was one of the New Army divisions (refer to URL: http://www.longlongtrail.co.uk/
army/order-of-battle-of-divisions/11th-northern-division/)

The Order of Battle shows "11th Divisional Ammunition Column RFA" to be part of the 
Divisional Artillery. DACs supplied ammunition for both the artillery and the infantry as 
far as a refilling point where individual brigades, batteries or battalions took over their own 
ammunition. This was a crucial role, of course, so getting experienced soldiers like John Robert 
Clarke was crucial. Sadly, it wasn't to be for him.

URL: https://victorianforts.co.uk/rga.htm appears to record what the RGA was doing at 
Portsmouth in various forts there. Certainly in 1914, 42 Company was described as "No. 42 
Company: Inner Defences, Portsmouth. Southern Coast Defences."

John Robert Clarke was Steward at the Lytham Conservative Club whose members erected his 
memorial in St. Cuthbert's church. Lytham. His wife, Mary passed away on 14 March 1960.

John and Mary were married at the parish church in Charlton, Dover, Kent, on 29 November 
1902.

With grateful thanks to Adrian Bruce for most of this text and the research he undertook to 
compile this information.



I am indebted to Martin Briscoe, Adrian Bruce and Nivard Ovington for supplying me with a 
great deal of the information you see here about Sgt. Clarke. Many thanks to you all.

from: Fleetwood Chronicle - 6 August 1915

The remains of the late Sergeant John Robert CLARKE, steward of the Lytham Conservative 
Club, were laid to rest with full military honours in the Parish Churchyard at Lytham on 
Saturday. Deceased, who died somewhat suddenly on Wednesday evening, was in the RGA 
and had seen 11 years service in India. He left the army about six years ago, and prior to 
coming to Lytham was in the recruiting office at Manchester. The body was taken from the 
Conservative Club on a gun carriage drawn by six horses, and leading the cortege was the 
band of the 148th Brigade (County Palatine), who played Chopins "Maerche Funebre". The 
service was conducted by the Rev A L PEEL, the curate, and as the body was laid in the grave 
the "Last Post" was sounded. In addition to a large number of the RFA at present in training at 
Lytham, there were also in attendance a number of members of the Conservative Club.























William Gill Constance





In Memory Of

Trooper

WILLIAM GILL CONSTANCE

Service Number: 11/604

Wellington Mounted Rifles, N.Z.E.F. who died on 09 August 1915 Age 34

Son of John and Elizabeth Constance, of 1, Norfolk Rd., Lytham, England. Of Todmorden, England.

Remembered with Honour

CHUNUK BAIR CEMETERY, ANZAC

5.

COMMEMORATED IN PERPETUITY BY THE COMMONWEALTH

WAR GRAVES COMMISSION



Photographs above courtesy of URL: https://ajrctguoxo.cloudimg.io/v7/https://media.api.
aucklandmuseum.com/id/media/public/3f4a10cd-f1ed-4fee-afd9-52d1671c7cbc/original.
jpg?org_if_sml=1&width=2000&height=2000&func=bound&c=000101010000

and: https://www.nzwargraves.org.nz/sites/default/files/casualties/Turkey/TRAI/TRAI3749.jpg

Chunuk Bair Cemetery (ANZAC), Turkey







Further information may be found at URL: http://www.anzacs.net/GRAVES/Cemeteries/
Cemetery_g.htm
and:
https://www.nzwargraves.org.nz/casualties/william-gill-constance
and:
https://www.nzwargraves.org.nz/cemeteries/chunuk-bair-cemetery



William Victor Dagger



In Memory Of

Air Mechanic 2nd Class

VICTOR DAGGER

Service Number: 3968

30th Sqdn., Royal Flying Corps who died on 29 April 1916

Remembered with Honour

BASRA MEMORIAL

Panel 6 and 61.

COMMEMORATED IN PERPETUITY BY THE COMMONWEALTH

WAR GRAVES COMMISSION



William Victor Dagger

Served in the British Army (Royal Flying Corps) as an air mechanic (2nd Class). He was 
involved in the Siege of Kut 1915-1916, and subsequently forced to march into captivity. He 
became a prisoner of war of the Ottoman Army (Turks) and died in hospital in Aleppo. 

The date of death shown on his CWGC Certificate is the 29 April 1916. This date is not likely 
to be accurate as it is the date the garrison in Kut surrendered. As W.V. Dagger was taken 
prisoner and died in hospital in Aleppo there would have been some time between the two 
events. Some records indicate that he died in November 1916 from a war related sickness.

The siege of Kut Al Amara (7 December 1915 – 29 April 1916), also known as the first battle 
of Kut, was the besieging of an 8,000 strong British Army garrison in the town of Kut, 160 
kilometres (100 miles) south of Baghdad, by the Ottoman Army. In 1915, its population 
was around 6,500. Following the surrender of the garrison on 29 April 1916, the survivors 
of the siege were marched to imprisonment at Aleppo, during which many died. Historian 
Christopher Catherwood has called the siege "the worst defeat of the Allies in World War I". 
Ten months later, the British Indian Army, consisting almost entirely of newly recruited troops 
from Western India, conquered Kut, Baghdad and other regions in between in the Fall of 
Baghdad. (This paragraph text courtesy of: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Siege_of_Kut).

Further information:

https://livesofthefirstworldwar.iwm.org.uk/lifestory/1076307#Tab4

https://livesofthefirstworldwar.iwm.org.uk/community/1163

https://www.iwm.org.uk/collections/item/object/205039615

https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/results/r?_ps=60&_p=1900&_q=3968+DAGGER

https://www.cwgc.org/visit-us/find-cemeteries-memorials/cemetery-details/88400/basra-
memorial/









Walter Eccles

Image courtesy of https://livesofthefirstworldwar.iwm.org.uk/lifestory/1719625

2nd Lieutenant - British Army - Loyal North Lancashire Regiment
Killed in action near Arras





In Memory Of

Second Lieutenant

WALTER ECCLES

4th Bn., The Loyal North Lancashire Regiment who died on 30 May 1916 Age 27

Only son of Thomas and Susannah M. E. Eccles, of Ashton, Preston.

HE IS NOT DEAD HE IS JUST AWAY

Remembered with Honour

LE FERMONT MILITARY CEMETERY, RIVIERE

II. A. 1.

COMMEMORATED IN PERPETUITY BY THE COMMONWEALTH

WAR GRAVES COMMISSION











The National Archives' reference WO 372/6/153021

© Crown Copyright



William and Robert Fisher
Brothers lost during the Great War



LANCE CORPORAL
W FISHER
Service Number: 62235
Regiment & Unit/Ship
York and Lancaster Regiment
2nd Bn.

Date of Death
Died 18 April 1920

Buried or commemorated at
LYTHAM (ST. CUTHBERT) CHURCHYARD

LEADING CARPENTER'S CREW
ROBERT FISHER
Service Number: 344814
Regiment & Unit/Ship
Royal Navy
H.M.S. "Pathfinder."

Date of Death
Died 5 September 1914
Age 35 years old

Buried or commemorated at
CHATHAM NAVAL MEMORIAL



In Memory Of

Leading Carpenter's Crew

ROBERT FISHER

Service Number: 344814

H.M.S. "Pathfinder.", Royal Navy who died on 05 September 1914 Age 35

Son of Mrs. K. Fisher, of 32, North Clifton St., Lytham, Lancs.

Remembered with Honour

CHATHAM NAVAL MEMORIAL

6.

COMMEMORATED IN PERPETUITY BY THE COMMONWEALTH

WAR GRAVES COMMISSION





The National Archives' reference ADM 188/522/344814

© Crown Copyright



H.M.S. Pathfinder

Image and text below courtesy of URL: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/HMS_Pathfinder_(1904)

HMS Pathfinder was the lead ship of her class of two British scout cruisers, and was the first 
ship ever to be sunk by a self-propelled torpedo fired by submarine (the American Civil War 
sloop-of-war USS Housatonic had been sunk by a spar torpedo). She was built by Cammell 
Laird, Birkenhead, launched on 16 July 1904, and commissioned on 18 July 1905. She was 
originally to have been named HMS Fastnet, but was renamed prior to construction. During 
the beginning of World War I, the Pathfinder was sunk on 5 September 1914 by a German 
U-boat, the SM U-21.

Further information:

https://warandsecurity.com/2014/09/12/u-21-sinks-hms-pathfinder-5-september-
1914/#:~:text=U-21%20Sinks%20HMS%20Pathfinder%205%20September%201914%20
On,sunk%20a%20ship%20using%20a%20motor%20powered%20torpedo.

https://uboat.net/wwi/men/commanders/123.html

http://www.dreadnoughtproject.org/tfs/index.php/Francis_Martin_Leake

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/SM_U-21_(Germany)

https://www.wrecksite.eu/wreck.aspx?435



Photograph above courtesy of URL: https://www.cwgc.org/visit-us/find-cemeteries-memorials/
cemetery-details/142000/chatham-naval-memorial/ (Note: Edited by the author).



In Memory Of

Lance Corporal

W FISHER

Service Number: 62235

2nd Bn., York and Lancaster Regiment who died on 18 April 1920

Remembered with Honour

LYTHAM (ST. CUTHBERT) CHURCHYARD

36. 14.

COMMEMORATED IN PERPETUITY BY THE COMMONWEALTH

WAR GRAVES COMMISSION







The National Archives' reference WO 372/7/74989

© Crown Copyright



William Hubert James Holgate





In Memory Of

Private

H HOLGATE

Service Number: G/13086

25th Bn., Royal Fusiliers who died on 07 October 1919

Remembered with Honour

LYTHAM (ST. CUTHBERT) CHURCHYARD

28. 50.

COMMEMORATED IN PERPETUITY BY THE COMMONWEALTH

WAR GRAVES COMMISSION





The National Archives' reference WO 372/9/242128

© Crown Copyright



William Hollas



In Memory Of

Able Seaman

WILLIAM HOLLAS

Service Number: London Z/1408

Hawke Bn. R.N. Div., Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve who died on 27 December 1915 Age 19

Son of William and Alice Hollas, of 11, Seafield Rd., Lytham, Lancs.

Remembered with Honour

HELLES MEMORIAL

Panel 8 to 16.

COMMEMORATED IN PERPETUITY BY THE COMMONWEALTH

WAR GRAVES COMMISSION



Source information:

ID: 6202013

Reference: ADM339

Title: Royal Naval Division Service Records 1914-1920

Description: The British Royal Naval Division was made up of men from the Royal Navy 
and its reserve forces. These men, who were not needed at sea, fought on land alongside the 
Army during World War One. The records cover more than 50,000 officers and ratings who 
joined the Royal Naval Division or who passed through Crystal Palace, London when it was 
used as an initial training centre during the First World War.

UPP: GBM/ADM339/6767

Credit: © The National Archives





Lt. Col. Lewis Charles Howard DSO

Photograph courtesy of URL: https://www.firstworldwar.com/photos/commanders4.htm





In Memory Of

Lieutenant Colonel

LEWIS CHARLES HOWARD

Distinguished Service Order, Twice Mentioned in Despatches

8th Bn., Somerset Light Infantry who died on 23 December 1915 Age 34

Son of Stephen Howard (late Q.M.S. East Lancs Regt.), of 18, South Clifton St., Lytham, Lancs.

PEACE PERFECT PEACE

Remembered with Honour

CITE BONJEAN MILITARY CEMETERY, ARMENTIERES

IX. D. 71.

COMMEMORATED IN PERPETUITY BY THE COMMONWEALTH

WAR GRAVES COMMISSION



The National Archives' reference WO 372/10/61965

© Crown Copyright











Image (left) courtesy of URL: https://amounderness.co.uk/images/
lieut.col.l.c.howard.lytham.1915.a.jpg

More about this brave soldier can be read at URL:
https://amounderness.co.uk/lieutenant-colonel_lewis_charles_
howard,_december_1915.html

Photographs (below) courtesy of URL: https://www.cwgc.org/
visit-us/find-cemeteries-memorials/cemetery-details/27801/cite-
bonjean-military-cemetery-armentieres/

CITE BONJEAN MILITARY CEMETERY, ARMENTIERES



2nd Lieutenant H E Howard
Northumberland Fusiliers
25th (Tyneside Irish) Bn.

Date of Death: 08 April 1917 - Age 29 years old

Buried or commemorated at:

ROCLINCOURT VALLEY CEMETERY
I. F. 19.
France

Son of Q.M.S. Stephen Howard (East Lancashire 
Regt.), of 18, South Clifton St., Lytham, Lancs.

Note re: date of death:
His family memorial states 7 April 1917.
The CWGC record states: 8 April 1917.
The NZ record states: 4 August 1917.



In Memory Of

Second Lieutenant

HARRY ELSMORE HOWARD

25th (Tyneside Irish) Bn., Northumberland Fusiliers who died on 08 April 1917 Age 29

Son of Q.M.S. Stephen Howard (East Lancashire Regt.), of 18, South Clifton St., Lytham, Lancs.

PEACE PERFECT PEACE

Remembered with Honour

ROCLINCOURT VALLEY CEMETERY

I. F. 19.

COMMEMORATED IN PERPETUITY BY THE COMMONWEALTH

WAR GRAVES COMMISSION



Name: 
Harry Elsmore Howard 
Rank:  
Second Lieutenant 
Date of Birth: 
Not known 
Place of Birth: 
Lancashire, Lytham, 
Next of Kin:  
S. Howard, Lytham, Lancashire, England 
Date of Enlistment: 
Not known 
Enlistment Address:  
Ngatapu, Gisborne, New Zealand 
Employer: 
Public Works Department, Gisborne 
Armed Force:  
Army 
Unit: 
Northumberland Fusiliers 

Casualty Details 

Cause of Death: 
Died of Wounds 
Date of Death: 
04 August 1917 
Day of Death: 
Saturday 
Age at Death:  
29 

Embarkation Details 

Embarkation Body: 
Main Body 
Embarkation Place: 
Wellington, New Zealand 
Embarkment Date: 
16 October 1914 
Transport: 
HMNZT 3 
Vessel: 
Maunganui 
Destination: 
Suez, Egypt 
Text in italics supplied by Cenotaph Online, Auckland War Memorial Museum 

Cemetery 

Cemetery:  
Roclincourt Valley Cemetery 
Cemetery Location:  
France 

Courtesy of URL: https://www.nzwargraves.org.nz/node/63068/



Courtesy of URL: https://www.nzwargraves.org.nz/node/63068/



CEMETERY INFORMATION:

Roclincourt was just within the Allied lines before the Battle of Arras in 1917 and it was from 
here that the 51st (Highland) and 34th Divisions advanced on 9 April 1917. The 1st Canadian 
Division attacked further north, across the Lens road. Roclincourt Valley Cemetery (originally 
called Roclincourt Forward Cemetery No.2) was begun after 9 April 1917 by the units which 
fought on that day. 

It was used until the following August when it contained the graves of 94 soldiers, of whom 
40 belonged to the 51st Division. These form Plot I, Rows A to E and part of Row F. 

The cemetery was enlarged after the Armistice when graves, almost all of April 1917 and 
mostly from the 34th and 51st Divisions, were brought in from the surrounding battlefields 
and from certain smaller cemeteries, including:- 

KING CRATER CEMETERY, ROCLINCOURT: a mine crater, it contained 99 burials in five 
big graves, made by the 34th Division in the middle of April 1917, all dating from 9 April. All 
but two belonged to the Tyneside Brigades of the Northumberland Fusiliers. 

KITE CRATER CEMETERY, ST LAURENT-BLANGY, contained 53 burials of 9 April 1917 
in five big graves, mainly of the 34th Division. 

RABS ROAD CEMETERY, ST LAURENT-BLANGY, contained 20 burials of 9 or 13 April 
1917, 16 belonging to the 15th or 16th Royal Scots. 

ROCLINCOURT LONG CEMETERY (called at one time Roclincourt Forward Cemetery 
No.3), contained 68 burials of 9 April 1917, all 51st Division. 

THELUS ROAD CEMETERY, ROCLINCOURT, was made by the XVII Corps and 
contained 42 burials of 9 April 1917, 51st Division. 

The cemetery now contains 518 burials and commemorations of the First World War. 83 
of the burials are unidentified but there are special memorials to four casualties known, or 
believed, to be buried among them. The cemetery was designed by Sir Reginald Blomfield.













H J Lamb



In Memory Of

Private

H J LAMB

Service Number: 47337

10th Garr. Bn., King's Own Scottish Borderers who died on 30 April 1920

Son of Sarah Lamb.

Remembered with Honour

LYTHAM (ST. CUTHBERT) CHURCHYARD

41. 31.

COMMEMORATED IN PERPETUITY BY THE COMMONWEALTH

WAR GRAVES COMMISSION









Edward Medcalf



In Memory Of

Private

EDWARD MEDCALF

Service Number: 13364

9th Bn., King's Own (Royal Lancaster Regiment) who died on 17 October 1920 Age 24

Eldest son of Edward and Jessie A. Medcalf, of 12, Market Square, Lytham.

Remembered with Honour

LYTHAM (ST. CUTHBERT) CHURCHYARD

45. 39.

COMMEMORATED IN PERPETUITY BY THE COMMONWEALTH

WAR GRAVES COMMISSION











J C Meyrick



In Memory Of

Second Lieutenant

J C MEYRICK

The Loyal North Lancashire Regiment who died on 26 June 1917 Age 19

Son of Louie Meyrick, of 1, Seafield Rd., Lytham, and the late Charles Meyrick. Born at Staines, Middlesex.

Remembered with Honour

LYTHAM (ST. CUTHBERT) CHURCHYARD

26. 27.

COMMEMORATED IN PERPETUITY BY THE COMMONWEALTH

WAR GRAVES COMMISSION













John Myres



In Memory Of

Gunner

JOHN MYERS

Service Number: 213437

7th Reserve Bty., Royal Field Artillery who died on 25 February 1917 Age 36

Son of George Myers; husband of the late Jane Myers. Born at Lytham.

Remembered with Honour

LYTHAM (ST. CUTHBERT) CHURCHYARD

31. 32.

COMMEMORATED IN PERPETUITY BY THE COMMONWEALTH

WAR GRAVES COMMISSION











Major Harry Nickson



In Loving Memory
of

Major Harry Nickson
4th Loyal North Lancs Regt.
Only son of Henry Nickson

Who fell while on duty in the trenches
In France, October 30th 1915 aged 32 

years.
Beloved by Officers and all men of all 

ranks.



In Memory Of

Major

HARRY NICKSON

4th Bn., The Loyal North Lancashire Regiment who died on 30 October 1915 Age 32

Son of Henry and Elizabeth Nickson, of Redcroft, Lytham, Lancs j husband of Rita Charlotte Rooke, of Liverpool. Born at

Manchester.

A SOLDIER'S DUTY NOBLY DONE

Remembered with Honour

AVELUY COMMUNAL CEMETERY EXTENSION

B. 26.

COMMEMORATED IN PERPETUITY BY THE COMMONWEALTH

WAR GRAVES COMMISSION











Reginald Lacey Parsons



In Memory Of

Paymaster

REGINALD LACEY PARSONS

H.M.S. "Lady Cory Wright.", Royal Naval Reserve who died on 26 March 1918

Remembered with Honour

PORTSMOUTH NAVAL MEMORIAL

30.

COMMEMORATED IN PERPETUITY BY THE COMMONWEALTH

WAR GRAVES COMMISSION







Portsmouth Naval Memorial



Stephen Wilkinson AFC
Not a casualty of War





Edmund Cedric Wrigley



In Memory Of

Private

E C WRIGLEY

Service Number: PS/5985

20th Bn., Royal Fusiliers who died on 26 April 1915

Remembered with Honour

LYTHAM (ST. CUTHBERT) CHURCHYARD

30. 44.

COMMEMORATED IN PERPETUITY BY THE COMMONWEALTH

WAR GRAVES COMMISSION









A Request to the Parish Council and Parishioners

One of the anomalies that exist in many parishes is the fact that there are some 
omissions in the names inscribed on the war memorials compared with those in 
the churchyard. This is noticeable when one visits the churchyard and observes 
the names on the headstones of the graves and memorials of those killed in, or 
who died later because of their injuries, following both World Wars and who are 
not listed on the war memorials. The parish would render a great service to the 
families of those war heroes from the village if there was a common memorial 
that included all the names of these victims of war. Obviously, many casualties of 
wars never return home and are buried in other countries or have no known grave, 
although many of those are at least remembered on war memorials in both the 
UK and overseas. Others will be buried or remembered elsewhere in the United 
Kingdom.

This document is incomplete. 

Further information about any of the personnel remembered in 
this document would add greatly to its interest. If you would 
like to add something, please contact me at the e-mail address 
below.

Please contact me by e-mail to the following address:

enquiries@mylancashire.org


