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Memories of War
During my research into the various military graves and war memorials in Wrea Green, 
particularly those in the parish church of St. Nicholas, I have received great assistance from 
the Verger, Stanley Parkinson, without whose help this project wouldn't have been anywhere 
near as complete as it now is. I owe him a great debt of gratitude, as does the parish, for 
all the work he carries out in the churchyard to maintain the graves and grounds in such a 
wonderful condition - something he has been doing for more than 43 years. His knowledge of 
the church, the graves and the parish is likely to be unsurpassed.

One of the anomalies that Stanley brought to my attention is the fact that there are some 
ommissions in the names inscribed on the war memorials compared with those in the 
churchyard. This is noticeable when one visits the churchyard and observes the names on the 
headstones of the graves and memorials of those killed in, or who died later because of their 
injuries, following both World Wars and who are not listed on the war memorials. The parish 
would render a great service to the families of those war heroes from the village if there was a 
common memorial that included all the names of these victims of war.

I would also like to acknowledge the work of the Commonwealth War Graves Commission, 
the Imperial War Museum and the National Archives. Much of the information about these 
wartime heroes has been gleaned from their websites and the documents included in this 
tribute are their copyright©. I would also like to acknowledge the following websites for 
providing relevant information:
http://www.rafcommands.com/
http://www.historyofwar.org/

All photographs / illustrations printed on the CWGC Certificates and of the CWGC 
Cemeteries are copyright of the CWGC©. Other photographs are copyright © Alan J Cook. 
None of these photographs are to be reproduced without written permission of the copyright 
holder.
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The World War memorials above do have identical name lists. The memorial at the top is part 
of the village war memorial. The memorial above is located in the church of St. Nicholas.

The Second World War
1939 to 1945 



Thomas Blacklock

Insufficient information to trace records on CWGC site.



William H Kingsberry

Insufficient information to trace records on CWGC site.



Thomas I S Cheney
GUNNER - Royal Horse Artillery - 1 Regt.  Service No.: 1123420

Killed in action at El Alamein on 29 October 1942 – age 21

Buried or commemorated at:
EL ALAMEIN WAR CEMETERY, Coll. grave XIX. B. 29.  Egypt.



In Memory Of

Gunner

THOMAS JAMES CHENEY

Service Number: 1123420

1 Regt., Royal Horse Artillery who died on 29 October 1942 Age 21

Son of Thomas James Spencer Cheney and Agnes Kirkham Cheney, of Wrea Green, Lancashire.

Remembered with Honour

EL ALAMEIN WAR CEMETERY

Coll. grave XIX. B. 29.

COMMEMORATED IN PERPETUITY BY THE COMMONWEALTH

WAR GRAVES COMMISSION















Harold Edwards
LANCE CORPORAL - Service No.: 2193222
Royal Engineers - 1 Supply Base Depot

Died on: 17 June 1940 - Age: 21

Buried or commemorated at:
RENNES EASTERN COMMUNAL CEMETERY
Sec. 18. Plot 1. Row A. Grave 72. France



In Memory Of

Lance Corporal

HAROLD EDWARDS

Service Number: 2193222

1 Supply Base Depot, Royal Engineers who died on 17 June 1940 Age 21

Son of John H. Edwards and Catherine M. Edwards, of Wrea Green, Lancashire.

GREATER LOVE HATH NO MAN THAN THIS, THAT A MAN LAY DOWN HIS LIFE FOR HIS FRIENDS

Remembered with Honour

RENNES EASTERN COMMUNAL CEMETERY

Sec. 18. Plot 1. Row A. Grave 72.

COMMEMORATED IN PERPETUITY BY THE COMMONWEALTH

WAR GRAVES COMMISSION











Tom Nicholson
Flying Officer - 140 Sqdn., Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve
Service No.: 77948

Parents: Thomas Reglen Nicholson and Mary Nicholson, of Wrea Green.
Remembered with Honour: RIBBY-WITH-WREA 
(ST. NICHOLAS) CHURCHYARD Sec. D. Grave 3

National Archives Ref AIR 81/12769:
Aircraft (Spitfire Type 1a X4907) crashed at RAF Goodwood on return from an operational 
flight over France, 17 March 1942.



In Memory Of

Flying Officer

TOM NICHOLSON

Service Number: 77948

140 Sqdn., Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve who died on 17 March 1942 Age 34

Son of Thomas Reglen Nicholson and Mary Nicholson, of Wrea Green.

Remembered with Honour

RIBBY-WITH-WREA (ST. NICHOLAS) CHURCHYARD

Sec. D. Grave 3.

COMMEMORATED IN PERPETUITY BY THE COMMONWEALTH

WAR GRAVES COMMISSION





Edward Porter
Killed in action in Normandy – age 26
Parents: John and Elizabeth Ann PORTER

LANCE CORPORAL - Service No.: 3714023
Royal Armoured Corps - 107th (5th Bn. The King's Own Royal Regt. [Lancaster]) Regt.

Died either on 18 July 1944 or 16 July 1944 (CWGC) - Age: 27

Buried or commemorated at
St. Manvieu War Cemetery, Cheux VIII. J. 11.   France



In Memory Of

Lance Corporal

EDWARD PORTER

Service Number: 3714023

107th (5th Bn. The King's Own Royal Regt. [Lancaster]) Regt., Royal Armoured Corps who died on

16 July 1944 Age 27

Remembered with Honour

ST. MANVIEU WAR CEMETERY, CHEUX

VIII. J. 11.

COMMEMORATED IN PERPETUITY BY THE COMMONWEALTH

WAR GRAVES COMMISSION













Kenneth Willacy
ORDINARY SIGNALMAN - Service No.: P/JX 210213
Royal Navy - H.M.S. Dunedin

Died on: 24 November 1941 - Age: 20 - Killed in action

Buried or commemorated at:
PORTSMOUTH NAVAL MEMORIAL - Panel 52, Column 2 - United Kingdom



In Memory Of

Ordinary Signalman

KENNETH WILLACY

Service Number: P/JX 210213

H.M.S. Dunedin, Royal Navy who died on 24 November 1941 Age 20

Son of William and Violet Letitia Willacy, of Wrea Green, Lancashire.

Remembered with Honour

PORTSMOUTH NAVAL MEMORIAL

Panel 52, Column 2.

COMMEMORATED IN PERPETUITY BY THE COMMONWEALTH

WAR GRAVES COMMISSION







John Wright
LANCE BOMBARDIER - Service No.: 3714072
Royal Artillery - 6/3 Maritime Regt.

Died on: 14 April 1942 - Age: 22

Buried or commemorated at: CHATHAM NAVAL MEMORIAL, 67, 1.  UK.



In Memory Of

Lance Bombardier

JOHN WRIGHT

Service Number: 3714072

6/3 Maritime Regt., Royal Artillery who died on 14 April 1942 Age 22

Son of Nicholas and Alice Wright, of Wrea Green, Lancashire.

Remembered with Honour

CHATHAM NAVAL MEMORIAL

67, 1.

COMMEMORATED IN PERPETUITY BY THE COMMONWEALTH

WAR GRAVES COMMISSION







This document is incomplete. 

This is because there is insufficient information to be able 
to trace the records of some of the personnel named in this 
document.

If you can advise me of further details, such as their military 
service number or any other personal information, I would be 
most grateful.

Please contact me by e-mail to the following address:

enquiries@mylancashire.org


