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Memories of War
I came upon this memorial purely by accident whilst driving along a lane in Lancashire. I 
stopped my car and took the photographs of the cross as shown in this document and my 
website. Little did I know how interesting and how involved my researches would become.

I would like to acknowledge the work of the Commonwealth War Graves Commission, 
the Imperial War Museum the National Archives and the London Gazette. Much of the 
information about these wartime heroes has been gleaned from their websites and the 
documents included in this tribute are their copyright©. 

I would also like to acknowledge the following websites for providing relevant information:
http://www.rafcommands.com/
http://www.historyofwar.org/
https://www.thegazette.co.uk/?GeoType=London
http://www.kbismarck.org/forum/viewtopic.php?t=3612

All photographs / illustrations printed on the CWGC Certificates and of the CWGC 
Cemeteries are copyright of the CWGC©. Other illustrations may be courtesy of and thanks 
to the Imperial War Museum© and the London Gazette©. Other photographs are copyright of 
Alan J Cook© unless otherwise stated or referenced by a URL. None of these photographs or 
illustrations are to be reproduced without the written permission of the copyright holder.



In Memory of the
Fitzherbert-Brockholes Family

Memorial Board at Buckfast Abbey, Devon 

Image Courtesy of URL: https://livesofthefirstworldwar.iwm.org.uk/lifestory/6903546



Claughton Cross
According to Paul Conlon:

Wayside cross restored by William Fitzherbert-Brockholes in memory of his 2 sons and all 
from Claughton who gave their lives the Great War. The dedication is on a metal plaque 
on the front face. The stone base of the cross was pre-existing, hence the name of the 
neighbouring farm of Cross House Farm. The previous cross was wooden. The cross is a 
replica of a Celtic cross dug up in 1807 in Lancaster Parish Churchyard, now in the British 
Museum. It was covered with Celtic rope work, ending in a dragon's head.

Courtesy of URL: https://www.warmemorialsonline.org.uk/memorial/206552

another record adds:

Plaque attached to the base of the cross at Claughton on Brock
This ancient wayside cross has been rebuilt as a private war memorial. The stone base is 
ancient and has been in its current position for some considerable time but the cross is a 
replica. It is from the cross that the neighbouring farm (Cross House) takes its name.

The two sons described in the text of the plaque are listed in the Commonwealth War Graves 
Commission as:

THOMAS JOSEPH FITZHERBERT-BROCKHOLES Captain (Adjt) Rifle Brigade, age 27 
date of death 14/03/1915; he is buried in the communal cemetery at Estaires, a town in the 
Department of the Nord, about 11 kilometres west of Armentières.

ROGER HUBERT FITZHERBERT-BROCKHOLES Lieutenant Royal Navy HMS "Glory". 
Date of death 02/07/1919, Chief Mining Officer to the Relief Expedition.
Sons of Son of William Fitzherbert-Brockholes CBE and Blanche Fitzherbert-Brockholes, of 
Claughton Hall, Garstang, Lancs.

Courtesy of URL: https://www.geograph.org.uk/photo/1125726



Source The Illustrated London News 17th April 1915

Image Courtesy of URL: https://www.ukphotoarchive.org.uk/p876690584/
h792207D0#h792207d0

CAPTAIN THOMAS JOSEPH FITZHERBERT-BROCKHOLES

Rifle Brigade
2 Battalion



In Memory Of

Captain

THOMAS JOSEPH FITZHERBERT-
BROCKHOLES

Mentioned in Despatches

2nd Bn., Rifle Brigade who died on 14 March 1915 Age 27

Son of William Fitzherbert-Brockholes, C.B.E., and Blanche Fitzherbert-Brockholes, of Claughton Hall, Garstang, Lancs. His

brother Roger Hubert Fitzherbert-Brockholes also fell.

OF YOUR CHARITY PRAY FOR THE REPOSE OF HIS SOUL MAY HE REST IN PEACE

Remembered with Honour

ESTAIRES COMMUNAL CEMETERY AND EXTENSION

II. H. 4.

COMMEMORATED IN PERPETUITY BY THE COMMONWEALTH

WAR GRAVES COMMISSION











Killed in Action - 2 July 1919

Son of William Fitzherbert-Brockholes, C.B.E., of Claughton Hall, Garstang, Lancashire, 
and Blanche, 2nd daughter of Maj. Gen. the Hon. Sir Henry Clifford, V.C., K.C.M.G. Chief 
Mining Officer to the Relief Expedition.

Roger was assigned to the battleship "HMS Glory", serving as the flagship of the British 
North Russia Squadron during the Allied intervention in the Russian Civil War. This battleship 
was usually in Murmansk whilst various operations were being carried out elsewhere. His  
record states that he died whilst carrying out mine sweeping operations in the Dvina River 
North Russia. It is highly unlikely that a battleship would be able to navigate this river.

In actual fact, Roger was onboard a hospital barge when a mine was sighted. He immediately 
jumped into a skiff that was alongside and reached the mine before it could do any damage. 
In the act of securing it the mine exploded, killing him and the three other men who were with 
him in the skiff.

The below cuttings are from the Supplement to the London Gazette, 19 May 1920:

Lt. Roger Hubert Fitzherbert-Brockholes

Speculation  regarding the hospital vessel on which Roger served - could it be one of these?:
Lord Morton (HC 7) Hospital Carrier (Paddle) (Hired)
Edinburgh Castle (HC 8) Hospital Carrier (Paddle) (Hired) 
Both vessels blown up to prevent capture in North Russia 24 September 1919.
Courtesy of URL: https://thisismast.org/assets/downloads/rn-loss-list-2023-02-27.pdf



The maps above show the rough location of the operation on the Dvina River where Roger 
was killed and are courtesy of URL: https://www.naval-history.net/WW1z05NorthRussia.
htm#10



In Memory Of

Lieutenant

ROGER HUBERT FITZHERBERT-
BROCKHOLES

H.M.S. "Glory.", Royal Navy who died on 02 July 1919 Age 28

Son of William Fitzherbert-Brockholes, C.B.E., of Claughton Hall, Garstang, Lancs., and Blanche, 2nd daughter of Maj. Gen.

the Hon. Sir Henry Clifford, V.C., K.C.M.G. Chief Mining Officer to the Relief Expedition. His brother Thomas Joseph Fitzherbert-

Brockholes also fell.

Remembered with Honour

PORTSMOUTH NAVAL MEMORIAL

31.

COMMEMORATED IN PERPETUITY BY THE COMMONWEALTH

WAR GRAVES COMMISSION







This document is incomplete. 

I have no photograph of Lt. Roger Hubert Fitzherbert-
Brockholes.

If you can provide me with further details of this memorial 
and those remembered on it, I'd be delighted to hear from you.

Please contact me at the following email address:

enquiries@mylancashire.org


